
Plenary

9:00am –  
10:45am

Opening 
Session

Covid – The great revealer of gaps in our approach 

Prof Des O’Neill- Consultant Geriatrician, Tallaght University Hospital

Get up, get dressed, get moving - My future older self

Deirdre Lang- Director of Nursing/National Lead Older Persons Services, 
Clinical & Integrated Programmes, HSE

The continuum of care for people with dementia in Ireland

Prof Eamon O’Shea- HRB Research Leader and Director of CESRD

And 
Susan Cliffe- Deputy Chief Inspector of Social Services, Health Information  
and Quality Authority

11:30pm –  
12:45pm                                       

Supporting 
people  
at home

Chair of Session

Dr Emer Begley- Senior Project Manager, NDO

Let’s talk about dementia: Creating inclusive communities

Fiona Foley- National Co-ordinator, Dementia Understand in Communities, HSE

Evidence on the impact of the Community Memory Technology Resource Rooms

Eibhlis Cahalane- Project Lead, Memory Technology Project, HSE

Evaluation of the implementation and impact of the post-diagnostic  
support programme

Fiona Keogh– Senior Research Fellow NUI Galway

And
Mary Bardin– Operations Manager, Alzheimer Society of Ireland

1:30pm –  
2:30pm                                      

Truth 
telling and 
therapeutic 
lying

Dementia - when is the truth a lie?

Prof Kate Irving- School of Nursing, Psychotherapy and Community Health, 
Dublin City University

Approaches to behaviours that challenge /  
Therapeutic lies as person centred interventions

Prof Ian James– CNTW NHS Trust, UK

3:00pm – 
4:15pm       

Dementia - 
Current and 
emerging 
treatments

Emerging concepts in diagnosing and treating Alzheimer’s Disease

Prof Sean Kennelly- Consultant Geriatrician & Co-Director, Tallaght University 
Hospital Memory Service

Post Diagnostic Supports

Cathy McHale– Advanced Nurse Practitioner (Candidate)

Parallel

9:00am –  
10:30am

Research & 
Practice 

Chair of Session
Laura O Philbin- Alzheimer Society Ireland 

Engagement and positive psychology outcome measure
Charlotte Stoner– Lecturer in Psychology at the University of Greenwich 

Hear our Voice Guidelines 
Marguerite Keating, Clodagh Whelan and Dr Fiona Keogh- Irish Dementia 
Working Group 

Fostering the Resilience of People with Dementia: A Narrative Literature Review 
Sally Whelan- PHD Candidate, NUI Galway

11:30am –  
12:45pm

Resilience & 
Wellbeing 

Well I don’t like salmon now! 
Niamh Bruce- Mindfulness and Wellbeing Facilitator, the Sanctuary

Exploring the feasibility and acceptability of a Comprehensive Resilience-
building psychosocial intervention (CREST) for people with dementia in the 
community: a non-randomised feasibility study
Dr Siobhan Smyth- School of Nursing and Midwifery, National University Galway

Perspectives of psychologists on Positive Aspects of Caring, as experienced  
by family carers of people living with dementia 
Sinead Grennan- CEO, Engaging Dementia & Assistant Psychologist

Montessori Works for Dementia 
Bernadette Phillips- Researcher and Montessori Consultant

1:30pm –  
2:30pm

Interdependence 
and Enablement 

We run it and fuel it ourselves: Purpose and opportunity in dementia 
empowerment groups 
Robert Hagan- Senior Lecturer in Social Work, Manchester Metropolitan 
Community

Cultivating relationships within our community 
Ciaran Murray- Activities Co-ordinator, and accredited psychotherapist with 
IACP and IAHIP

Adapting dementia and delirium awareness training to a rehabilitation setting
Emma Gannon- Senior Occupational Therapist, Clontarf Hospital

3:00pm –  
4:30pm

Creative Arts Artful Approach: Supporting care interactions through creativity
Anne Mondro- Associate Professor at the University of Michigan

The Photobook Project: A creative framework empowering people living with 
dementia and their wider communities 
Ellie Robinson-Carter- Creative Dementia Practitioner and Researcher

Music therapy and dementia: developing a multi-sensory approach
Lisa Kelly- Music Therapy (Student), University of Limerick

Dancing Well with Dementia  
Robert Connor & Loretta Yurick- Artistic Directors, Dance Theatre of Ireland
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Poster Presentations

5:00pm – 
6:00pm       

Elizabeth 
O’Donnell

Exploring strategies used by care home staff to manage behaviour 

that challenges, associated with dementia: a systematic review of 

qualitative studies 

Karen  
Gorman

Post diagnostic Dementia support 

Brian  
Magennis

Applying Collaborative Co-Design and Implementation Science to 

inform implementation planning for a dementia re-design project 

in a hospital setting

Ger  
Matthews

Improving Wayfinding and Orientation for patients in a 

rehabilitation hospital – A Dementia friendly approach

Emma  
Finch

Implementation of a Cognitive Stimulation Therapy Group  

on a Specialist Geriatric Ward

Claire 
Matthews

Introducing Assistive Technology to clients and Carers in  

Dementia Care

Conor  
Ludden

The Perspectives of Nursing Home Facility Staff on Non-

Pharmacological Interventions for Non-Cognitive Symptoms  

of Dementia

Bernie 
McGowan

Prioritising the assessment of referrals to the Social Prescribing 

program in The Mercer’s Institute for Successful Aging (MISA),  

St James’s Hospital
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Plenary

9:00am –  

10:30am
Psychotropic 
medication 
and dementia: 
Maintaining 
person centred 
care

Improving Care for People with Dementia Living in Nursing Homes
Prof Clive Ballard- Pro-Vice-Chancellor and Executive Dean, College of Medicine 
and Health, University of Exeter

Guidelines for the use of psychotropic medications with people with 
dementia
Dr Suzanne Timmons- Geriatrician in Cork and Senior Lecturer in the  
Centre for Gerontology and Rehabilitation, UCC

Quality Improvement in the Use of Hypnotic and PRN Psychotropic 
Medication - A Residential Care Setting Experience
Florence Horsman Hogan- Quality and Patient Safety Manager,  
Leopardstown Park Hospital

11:30pm –  

12:45pm                                       

Residential, 
acute and 
community 
care settings

2020: A year like no other, a journey through the unknown 
Daragh Rodger- Advanced Nurse Practitioner, Care of the Older Adult 
Community, St Mary’s Hospital

Dementia Support UK, HammondCare, Connections and Capacity Building 
in the context of COVID-19
Julie Christie- Service Manager International, Visiting Research, Fellow, 
University of Edinburgh Adjunct Lecturer, University of New South Wales, 
Dementia Centre HammondCare

The impact of social isolation on people living with dementia: Supporting 
people at this challenging time
Nisha Joy- Person in Charge, Carebright Community

2:00pm –  

3:30pm                                      
GBHI Mini 
Symposium
Dementia 
Care in Global 
Settings 

Chair: Prof Brian Lawlor, Deputy Executive Director, Global Brain Health 
Institute, Trinity College, Dublin 

In this symposium, Atlantic Fellows at GBHI will provide diverse perspectives 
and insights on dementia care and practice from around the world.

Speakers: 
Ieva Petkute (Lithuania), Dr. Stefania Ilinca (Romania),  Dr Yaohua Chen (France),  
Dr Purity Mwendwa (Kenya), Wambui Karanja (Kenya), Fernando Aguzzoli 
Peres (Brazil), and Clara Dominguez-Vivero (Spain).

4:00pm – 

5:00pm       
Psychosocial 
interventions: 
What works 
and for whom?

Psychosocial interventions: What works and for whom?
Prof Esme Moniz-Cook- Professor of Clinical Psychology of Ageing and  
Dementia Care at the University of Hull

Matching occupational identity to opportunities in the community
Catherine Daly- Senior Occupational Therapist, HSE

Music, song and dance meets dementia
Frances Maloney- Operations Manager, Community Action on Dementia Mayo

Parallel

9:00am –  
10:30am

Creative Arts Moving A Dementia Inclusive Choir Online during Covid
Norah Walsh- Musical director for the Forget-Me-Nots

The Visit: Engaging with an Avatar with Dementia 
Dr Gail Kenning & Prof Jill Bennett-  FEEL (felt Experience and Empathy Lab) and 
Ageing Futures Institute, University of New South Wales

Some Dance to Remember- The first steps 
Sean Donal O’Shea- MA of research student, Limerick Institute of Technology

"From Yeast to Yeats" - Giving Rise to the Lived Experience of Dementia
Dimitra Xidous- Research Fellow - Arts, Health, and Engagement, TrinityHaus

An Audio-Visual Jam
Emma Ainsley- Artist, AinsleyPhillips Co-creative Projects

11:00am –  
12:15pm

Supporting 
People at the 
end of life

Chair of session
Deirdre Shanagher- Strategic Clinical Nurse Expert with Regulatory Compliance, 
Nursing Homes Ireland

Communication is key: ensuring effective dissemination of key messages  
and new knowledge from mySupport study 
&
Fit for context: Co-designing a Comfort Care booklet for people with dementia
Irene Hartigan- Lecturer, University College Cork

CEOL and end-of-life care for people living with dementia
Kate Steele- National Development Manager, Residential Care Settings - Irish 
Hospice Foundation

CEOL and end-of-life care for people living with dementia
Majella Sweeney- Director of Nursing, Archview Nursing Home, Co Donegal

2:00pm –  
3:30pm

Improving 
Dementia care 
pathways

The Cognitive Daisy: A tool for guiding care related decisions and empowering 
caregivers of people with dementia
Dr John Hudson & Dr Petra Pollux- University of Lincoln

The role of the dementia support nurse: to support people with dementia  
and carers following a diagnosis in a day hospital setting
Karen Gorman- Dementia support Nurse, Beaumont Hospital

The development of a post diagnostic support service for people with  
dementia and initial evaluation and audit findings 
Claire Rooney- Clinical Specialist Occupational Therapist at Our Lady’s Hospice 
and Care Services

A Literature Review of Diagnostic Processes and Pathways for People Living 
with Younger Onset Dementia 
Caroline Kilty- Lecturer, University College Cork

4:00pm –  
5:00pm

Meeting the 
needs of 
people with 
Intellectual 
Disability and 
Dementia

Using public transport - experiences of pwd 
Cathal Blake- PhD Candidate at Dublin City University

Supporting Dementia Care in a Disability Organisation 
Jenna Pyne- Speech and Language Therapist , Cope Foundation

An exploration of the impact upon individuals, families and communities  
of implementing a Community Based - Social Model of Care in Dementia 
Noelle Clancy- Student researcher at the Limerick Institute of Technology

Dementia training, events, consultancy
and resources for care partners

www.engagingdementia.ie
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