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Word Association and Proverbs Activities
Proverbs activities 
1. Complete the proverbs 	
Answer sheets with the first part of the proverb given, the participant has to complete the proverb. Answer sheets below. 
Round 1 
A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush 	
Variety is the spice of life
Make hay while the sun shines
The grass is always greener on the other side
Strike while the iron is hot 
All that glitters isn’t gold 
A watched kettle never boils

Round 2
Better late than never
A bad workman blames his tools 	
Red sky at night is a shepherd’s delight
It’s a long road that has no turning
An apple a day keeps the doctor away 	
The early bird catches the worm
Two’s company three’s a crowd

2. Complete the proverbs and then sort into similar/contradictory proverbs

Look before you leap 
He who hesitates is lost 
The early bird catches the worm
Too many cooks spoil the broth
Many hands make light work
Better late than never
Don’t look a gift horse in the mouth
A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush
Absence makes the heart grow fonder
Out of sight, Out of mind
Familiarity breeds contempt

3. Places in Ireland 
Complete the place names: 
Phoenix Park 
Nelson’s Pillar 
Eyre Square 
Dáil Eireann
Croagh Patrick 
The National Gallery/Museum
O’Connell Street/Bridge



Complete the proverb

	A bird in the hand ...  
	

	Variety is the ...	 
	

	Make hay while...	 
	

	The grass is always greener...  
	

	Strike while the iron is... 	
	

	All that glitters...
	

	A watched kettle ... 
	


	


Complete the proverb

	Better late...
	

	A bad workman...
	

	Red sky at night...
	

	It’s a long road ...
	

	An apple a day...
	

	The early bird...
	

	Two’s company...
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Look 
before  _
_ __
)
 (
Don’t look a gift horse _
_  _
_ __ __
) (
A bird in the hand is worth    
      __ __ __ __
) (
Better late    __ __
) (
The early bird   __ __ __
) (
He who hesitates   __ __
) (
Many 
hands  _
_ __ __
)
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Out of sight   __ __ __  
)
 (
   Absence makes    
      __ __ __ __
) (
 Fools   __ __ 
) (
Laugh and the world laughs with you, Cry and 
you  _
_ __    
      __ __ __ __
) (
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 heart grow fonder 
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Great 
minds  _
_ __
) (
Familiarity   __ __
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 Misery 
loves  _
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 He who lives by the sword  
        __ __ __ __
) (
  
  
best
 form of defence
  
dies
 by the sword
) (
     Attack is the  
        __ __ __ __
) (
   Don’t judge a book   
        __ __ ___
) (
   Beauty is only   __ __ 
) (
   Clothes   __ __ __
)

Places in Ireland 
	Phoenix 
	

	Nelson’s  
	

	Eyre 
	

	The Central
	 

	Croagh
	

	The National 
	

	O’Connell
	

	The Wild Atlantic
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